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Mr. Tennyson, in Ms short poem, lias done more
than a score of commentators. On the dark
places of the ' De rerum natur&' his verses fall
like a beam of sunlight. He conveys more in a
line than others have done in chapters. Never,
for instance, has the aim of the Roman poet been
interpreted so vividly as in the following pas-
sage, where Mr. Tennyson makes him speak of

My golden work in -which I told a truth
That stays the rolling Ixionian wheel,
And numbs the Fury's ringlet-snake, and plucks
The mortal soul from out immortal hell.

Bnt an example can be given more striking even
than this. Of all the obscure parts of the sys-
tem of Lucretius, the most obscure is perhaps
his theory of vision. It is a difficult thing to
understand clearly : it is still more difficult to
express clearly. Any student who has tried to
master this matter, and comes fresh upon Mr.
Tennyson's allusions to it, can hardly fail to
be startled by the sudden illumination they
afford him. Lucretius is made to describe his
impure dreams as

The phantom husks of something foully done,
And fleeting through the boundless universe.